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At Federal Youth Center Dedication 
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Clark Defended by Kennedy 



By Thomas W, Lippman 

Wb S hin ff ton Post Staff Writer 

MORGANTOWN, W.Va„ 
Dec. 9— Sen, Edward M. Ken- 
nedy (D Mass.) today issued a 
ringing defense of Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark and his 
philosophy of law enforce- 
ment 

| Departing from his pre- 
pared speech at dedication 
ceremonies for the new Fed- 
eral Youth Correction Center 
here. Kennedy said Clark has 
"resisted the awesome pres- 
sures of reaction 1 ’ to display 
‘‘total fidelity” to Constitu- 
tional precepts. 

The Nation, Kennedy told 
Clark, “owes a debt of grati- 
tude to President Johnson for 
choosing you and for standing 
behind you” because “you 
have brought the Justice De- 
partment to new heights. 71 

Kennedy also denounced 
criticism of the courts and the 
Fifth Amendment as a futile 
| search for “scapegoats and 
i panaceas” in the face of the 
rising erime rate. 

Clark was a favorite target 
of hard-liners on the law-and- 
order issue-— including Presi- 
i dent -elect Nixon— in this 
year’s election campaign. 

In his own speech today, 
i Clark ignored the critics and 
praised the new minimum-se- 
curity institution here by ob- 
serving that “no activity’ of a 
people so evidences their hu- 
manity, their character, their 
capacity for charity in its most 
generous sense, as the treat- 
ment they accord those who 
have offended them.” 

The Robert F. Kennedy 
Youth Center is the facility's 
official name, honoring Sen, 
Kennedy’s late brother. It is a 



Sen. Edward Kennedy speaks at 



United Press Inter iutt ional 

dedication of Robert F. Kennedy Youth Center. 
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replacement for the aban- 
i cloned National Training 
i School in Northeast Washing 

kon. 

^ It was authorized by Robert 
Kennedy during his tenure as 
Attorney General and built at 
a cost of $10.3 million to pro- 
vide “national leadership in 
the rehabilitation of juvenile 
delinquents” 

The cluster of low buildings, 
whose architectural style re- 
sembles that of Arena Stage, 
lies at the Cotton of a eup-j 
.shaped valley in the hills just; 
'south of here. Its grounds are 1 



studded with plaques bearing 
• quotations from Robert Ken- 
jnedy. 

Its entire emphasis is on 
i counseling and training, 
rather than on discipline. 
There are no fences, no locks 
on the doors, no solitary con- 
finement cells on the 329 
acres. 

The 350 boys who will begin 
moving in next month will be 
separated according to social 
and emotional ‘Type" and as- 
signed to live and work with 
staff members specially 



trained to deal with their par- 
ticular problem. 

Officials here have agreed 
on a "token economy’- system, 
by which each hoy will earn 
points for work and study. 
Points which he may use for 
the purchase of food or per- 
sonal items. Some will sleep in 
dormitories until they earn 
their way into private rooms 
The highest-ranking students 
will have private toilet faeill 
ties as well as their own 
rooms. 

By comparison with most ju- 



venile centers, the facilities 
are spectacular. They include 
an indoor Olym pic-size swim 
ming pool, a fully equipped 
auditorium with an inclined 
floor, a library, a gymnasium 
and a small hospital. 

Most of the residents, offi- 
cially called "students," will 
be sent here by Federal courts 
for nonviolent Federal crimes, 
such as interstate auto theft 
or stealing from the mails. 

This means that unlike the 
National Training School, \t 
will have few residents from 
the District of Columbia, 
Washington juveniles who are 
tried in Juvenile Court are 
now committed to a new secu- 
rity facility run by the Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare at < 
Laurel. 

Clark warned that the cen-i ( 
ter could fail without contin- 
ued effort. It can become, 2ie| f 
said, “just another manufac- t 
turer of crime. It can be just ^ 
another place to hold bad 
boys: out of sight, out of mind f 
Better that wo tear it down 3 
now than that we let that hap- ■ 
pen." ^ 

Kennedy said ihe school is a - 
"living symbol of our refusal 
to surrender to fear. The fear 
of crime" he said, can drive 
people to strange paths. 

If only the Supreme Court 
were abolished, the Fifth 
Amendment rescinded, wire- 
tapping freely permitted, of- 
fenders automatically impris- 
oned for long terms, we say, 
crime cnuld. be ended,” Ken 
nedy added. 



lie said iha[ reason shows 
lhat those are not the answers. 
He called instead for an Infu- 
sion of “massive new re- 
sources into the entire crimi- 
nal justice system" and for an 
attack on “the root causes of 
crime: poverty, deprivation, 

I discrimination, undereduea- 
! tion, unemployment, illness 
and hopelessness,” 



